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Empowering and Demystifying the Educational Positivist Research Paradigm
Zhao Haichao
Hebei University Hebei Baoding, 071002

Abstract: The theory of education positivism has been widely used in China in the past few years. Based on the study of natural science,
the educational positivist model emphasizes the establishment of education assumptions, the importance of research design, and the use of
quantitative statistics or mathematical models to process education experiences and materials, thus achieving a scientific theory of education
with explanatory and predictive functions.In the field of education research, the teaching positivist approach has abandoned the concept of
‘education utopia' and has taken direct observation and experimental education as its research object. The main aim is to investigate the law
of education, and the cause and effect theory is the main research method. At the same time, it is necessary to adopt an educational positivist
approach to education. However, education researchers should pay attention to the obsession of education positivist research model and
educational empirical study. First of all, it is important to recognize the richness of educational research paradigm, which is not the only one.
The use of a simple causal reasoning method to simplify complex education phenomena and problems, and to disregard human free will and
emotional attitudes, has resulted in a decline in research on the significance and value of education. Educational research should take into
account the complexity of education and select different research paradigms according to the nature of the problem. Secondly, it is necessary
to make use of the method of humanities and social science to enrich the content of the empirical study in education. In the age of positivism,
empirical research is equal to quantitative study. Positivism has established the philosophical basis for empirical research in education, which
has led to a narrow understanding of empirical research in education.In the post-positivist age, it is necessary to re-examine the meaning of
empirical research in education, with emphasis on the high quality application of the multi-paradigm approach. Finally, educators should
explore the inner structure of pedagogy, accept the interpretive and diversity of educational results, and build a research paradigm that
conforms to its logic.
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